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http://brucefwebster.com/2013/08/23/getting-technology-lifecycles-in-sync/
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• System/product quality rises over time to a peak value and then starts to decline.

• Why?

• The developer loses conceptual control of  the system (bloat, loss of  personnel, 
organizational changes)

• Software rot sets in (piecemeal changes, growing incompatibilities w/external interfaces)

• The enhanced system finally outgrows its original foundation

• Market or business needs shift beyond the product’s fundamental design

• The developer begins to add “blue sky”/”kitchen sink” enhancements

• Backward compatibility is maintained at all costs

http://brucefwebster.com/2008/05/21/the-arc-of-engineering/
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http://brucefwebster.com/2013/09/18/microsoft-windows-forever-and-ever-windows-magazine-june-1996/


10/10/2022CS 428 - FALL 2022 – BRUCE F. WEBSTER -- MONDAYS, 2:00 – 4:30 PM 5



10/10/2022CS 428 - FALL 2022 – BRUCE F. WEBSTER -- MONDAYS, 2:00 – 4:30 PM 6


	CS 428�Webster #4 �Readings
	Getting Technology Lifecycles in Sync (Baseline, 2009) [Link]
	The Arc of Engineering (Baseline, 2008) [Link] 
	Microsoft Windows Forever and Ever? �(Windows Magazine, 1996) [Link]
	Windows Forever and Ever? (cont.)
	Windows Forever and Ever? (cont.)

